
  
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
Vacancy Ref: A2894 

 
Job Title: Director, The Future Cities Research Institute (FCRI) Present Grade: Professorial 

Department/College: 0.5FTE Lancaster University; 0.5FTE Sunway University 

Directly responsible to: Pro-Vice Chancellor Research & Enterprise and Pro-Vice Chancellor Engagement, 
Lancaster University; Provost, Sunway University 

Supervisory responsibility for: FCRI Dedicated staff 

Contracting Institute for role: Lancaster University and Sunway University (Dual appointment) 

Internal: 
The Director will report to the Joint FCRI Board comprising senior management staff from Sunway and Lancaster 
who will monitor the development and trajectory of the institute. The FCRI board will lead a periodic review 12-18 
months before the end of the 5-year funding period, which will include a decision on whether the institute should 
continue. The Director will work closely with Faculty Deans, Heads of Department, and senior members of 
Professional Services at both institutions, notably Senior Research and Enterprise Services at Lancaster and with 
enterprise and business partnership staff at Sunway. The Director will liaise with academic members of faculties 
relating to future cities research and professional staff supporting the LU and Sunway partnership directly and 
indirectly. In addition, they will liaise closely with the Pro-Vice Chancellor for Digital, Global and Development at 
Lancaster University joining the university international committee. 

External: 
The Director will engage with experts at peer research institutes and international centres of excellence. They will 
liaise with national and international research funders, academics in other universities, policymakers, researchers, 
and middle and senior management in business and industry with relevant interest and expertise related to the 
Future Cities Research Institute. They will also maintain relationships with professional bodies, national laboratories, 
research institutes, the technical press, and other bodies with an interest in Future Cities. 

Job Purpose: 
 

To create a world class Sunway/Lancaster joint Future Cities Research Institute (FCRI), which will build on existing 
strengths in Sunway and Lancaster, complementing the work of the Jeffrey Sachs Center on Sustainable 
Development, and capitalising on Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Jeffrey Cheah’s pioneering leadership in developing 
sustainable urban environments. The Institute will draw from world-leading research undertaken at Lancaster 
University, and build on existing research collaborations between the two institutions. The FCRI will focus initially 
on the two broad themes of Digital Cities and Sustainable Cities, with the aim of establishing a third theme Liveable 
Cities at a later stage. Academic staff from across both institutions will be encouraged to engage with the growing 
FCRI community to foster collaboration, consider new, innovative research challenges and be supported to secure 
external funding through traditional research channels and from business sources in the UK, Malaysia, and 
internationally, to sustain and grow future city research activities. The ambition is to grow a sustainable model of 
funded research whilst recognising that it takes time to build the collaborative research base from which to reach 
this stage. 

 
The goal is to develop a new joint research institute between Sunway and Lancaster Universities that can make a 
major contribution to the global conversation on sustainable cities, helping to tackle major global challenges 
associated with the rapid urbanisation experienced across the global south. The FCRI will create an innovative, 
interactive platform for collaborative research, training, education and engagement across the future cities agenda. 
Its interdisciplinary approach to research will support international collaboration to tackle global challenges and the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 



 

The FCRI Director will lead the institute activities in line with the joint strategic development plan for the Institute 
agreed by the FCRI Board, will have overall responsibility for the academic strategy, financial performance and the 
success of FCRI and will report to the FCRI Board. The Director will be supported by a management group to oversee 
the running of the institute. Together, the Director and the FCRI management group will ensure the FCRI meets its 
key deliverables/ expected outputs, and develops and implements a sustainable funding model to ensure the 
longevity of the institute. 

 
The FCRI will have a physical presence at the Sunway University Campus in Sunway City, near Kuala Lumpur, but will 
draw on academic expertise and research activity on both sites. Academic theme leads will be present at both 
institutions and will form a key component of the FCRI management group. The Director may be based at Lancaster 
or at Sunway but will be expected to undertake substantive visits to Sunway (or Lancaster), and to devise effective 
and efficient mechanisms of virtual communication. The Director is expected to build and maintain close working 
relationships with key FCRI staff at both institutions. 

 

 
Major Duties: 

 
Leadership and Management: 
1. To lead the development of the joint Future Cities Research Institute including overall responsibility for the 

research activities of the institute. 
2. To take overall responsibility for the financial and reputational sustainability of the FCRI ensuring the research 

undertaken is of international excellence in terms of scope and impact, leading to the publication of top- 
quality research outputs of high impact and policy engagement. 

3. To oversee the day-to-day management and decision-making of the institute, including through remote 
working across both institutes. 

4. To chair the FCRI Management Group reporting to the Joint FCRI Board. 
 

Research and Engagement: 
1. To oversee and support the research currently in development within the two initial research themes to 

ensure the measures of success are met including underpinning by external funding. 
2. To stimulate research initiatives including coordinating responses to major research calls, and to engage with 

key industrial and public sector organisations in the relevant sectors. 
3. To integrate further the Future Cities Research Institute to support the academic needs of industry, central 

government and other partners across the evolving portfolio of needs in relation to this area. 
4. To form and maintain strong networks with key stakeholders including working closely with industrial and 

other third sector organisations to ensure impact and potential funding routes. 
5. To undertake internationally respected research in a relevant area, including publishing high quality research 

outputs, consistent with being a Professor at Lancaster and Sunway universities. 

 
Fostering skills and Future Leaders: 
1. To provide strategic direction and coordination of the skills development of the Institute at all levels, notably 

postgraduate level but also supporting early career and postdoctoral researchers; taking into account the 
influence of policy and current trends in national and international directives linked to future cities. This will 
require close liaison with relevant colleagues and academic teams in Sunway and Lancaster Universities. 

2. To embed PhD and other funded student-focused research activity within the Institute. Working with the 
Academic Dean to consider the development of a new joint Masters, MOOCs, training and development 
opportunities etc. 

3. To provide through FCRI an ideal platform for global cities researchers to disseminate and communicate their 
research through its lively programme of events and engagement activities. 


